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 NEWPORT COUNTY COMMUNITY MENTAL HEALTH CENTER  
                                     CELEBRATES ITS 40th ANNIVERSARY 

 
In 1964, a time when few options existed for community-based mental health 
services, the Newport County Community Mental Health Center (NCCMHC) 
clinic was established, with the first location for services the former 
communicable diseases department at Newport Hospital.  In 1973, a federal grant 
was awarded, which allowed the Center to realize many developmental 
milestones, including the Phoenix One Club – a day treatment program; a new 
facility at 65 Valley Road in Middletown; and a residential program at the former 
Armed Services YMCA. Other achievements realized over the years include the 
establishment of programs such as the McKinney Homeless Shelter, the 
Independent Living Apartment Program for adolescents, the Newport County 
Child Adolescent Service Program along with Mobile Treatment Team services, 
the Supported Employment Program, and the Children’s Intensive Services 
Program. In 1998, the Center received Joint Commission on Accreditation of 
Healthcare Organizations. (See NCCMHC Celebration, page 3) 

                          
SOUTH SHORE CELEBRATES 40 YEARS OF SERVICE 

 
South Shore Mental Health Center celebrated its 40

th
 year of service to Rhode Island’s mental health 

community with a black tie gala at the Dunes Club on June 4
th

.  The celebration featured Governor and 
Mrs. Donald Carcieri and Senator Jack Reed as honorary co-chairs. The event co-chairpersons were 
Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Kermes and Mr. and Mrs. Jack Treanor. 
 

Richard (Dick) Antonelli, President/CEO, celebrated his 36
th

 year with the Center. When Dick was 
hired in 1968, the Center served 200 patients and had only a handful of employees.  Today, the Center 
serves 2,200 patients and employs 170 full and part-time staff, including primary care physicians, 
psychiatrists, social workers, nurses and case managers.  (See SSMHC Celebration, page 3) 
 

                 DALE KLATZKER NAMED PRESIDENT/CEO OF THE PROVIDENCE CENTER 
 

Dale Klatzker, Ph.D., has recently assumed the role of President/CEO of The Providence Center.  Dr. 
Klatzker comes to the Center from Riverbend Community Mental Health, Inc. in Concord, NH, where 
he had been President and CEO since 1994.  Prior to that position, Klatzker was the President and CEO 
of Eastern Middlesex Human Services, a Massachusetts-based mental health, mental retardation and 
social service agency.  (See Klatzker, page 3) 
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RICCMHO CELEBRATES 25 YEARS OF SERVICE 
 

The Rhode Island Council of Community Mental Health Organizations 
(RICCMHO) will mark its 25th Anniversary on October 13, 2004, at 11:30 
a.m. at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Warwick, RI. The theme of the event is 
“VALUES INTO ACTION: Past, Present and Future .”  RICCMHO friends and 
colleagues will gather to honor our champions …Senator Jack Reed, 
Congressman Patrick Kennedy and State Representative Steven Costantino; 
celebrate a career… Charles Maynard’s 36-year leadership of The Providence 
Center; and, remember  our friends …the late Ronald Belair, DMHRH, and the 
late Representative Paul  Sherlock. 
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